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Looking to the year 2000 


If you're reading this tabloid, you 
likely love angling. There's probably 
little you would rather do on a lazy 
summer morning than cast your line for 
walleye or trout. 

But what would you do if the line 
reeled in without‘a catch time after 
time? What if neglect or misuse had 
created serious problems with the lo- 
cal fishery? 

Sure, that my not happen this 
spring, but what about a few years 
down the road? 

The fact is good local fishing in 
Hearst District cannot be taken for 
granted. Fishing quality in some area 
waters is already being stressed by 
high levels of recreational use. Local 
sportfishing is expected to increase 
12 percent by the year 2000, putting 
more pressure on the fishery. 

Poor fishing would hurt more than 
recreational users. Both tourist opera- 
tors and those who rely on the 


resource as a source of food would 
feel the impact. 


Making sure local fishing remains 
strong takes long-range planning and 
smart management. To provide this, 
the Ministry of Natural Resources is 
developing a District Fisheries Man- 
agement Plan for Hearst to the year 
2000. 


But we need your help. A plan that 
reflects the needs and character of 
Hearst District can only be created with 
input from local enthusiasts like your- 
self. If you are concerned about fish- 
ing quality in the district, this is a 
chance to do something about it. 


The proposed plan is explained 
on the pages of this tabloid. We'd like 
you to read it over and give us your 
comments. With your help we can cre- 
ate a workable, effective plan. Let's 
work together to keep Hearst fishing 
strong! 


Sport fishing in Hearst District ... Maintaining a high quality recreation experience. 
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Every good plan starts with good 
information, and planning the future of 
a fishery needs input from many dif- 
ferent sources. 

In a way, research for the Hearst 
District Fisheries Management Plan 
began several years ago with two land 
use studies of the area: the 1978 
Strategic Land Use Plan for North- 
eastern Ontario, and the 1983 Hearst 
District Land Use Guidelines. 

These studies looked at the inter- 
relationships between fisheries and 
other local resource industries like 
mining, forestry and tourism. A rec- 
ommendation was made in the district 
guidelines that individual management 
plans be written for each resource. 
The Hearst District Fisheries Manage- 
ment Plan is part of that process. 

But information on the actual wa- 
ters and fish paints only part of the 
picture. Public use and enjoyment of 
area fishing also has a big effect on re- 
source management. That is why the 
plan being developed needs your 


“support and ideas, and why 


opportunities for your participation 
were built into the planning process. 
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The public was first called to com- 
ment in January 1987, when a sum- 
mary background information report 
on the Hearst area fishery was pre- 
pared and distributed. Questionnaires 
were included with the report to en- 
courage response. 


Open house meetings in Hearst 
and Hornepayne added a second 
chance for public review of the sum- 
mary report. What MNR learned from 
the questionnaires and meetings in- 
fluenced the writing of the fishery 
management plan. 


This tabloid represents the final 
step in the public review process, and 
another chance for ycu to affect your 
fisheries’ future. Your comments on 
the proposed plan outlined on these 
pages will be used in the writing of the 
final plan. 


Of course, a great deal can 
change between now and the year 
2000, and good management must 
accommodate that. In the coming 
years the plan will be updated as 
needed. Your comments will be in- 
vited on any major revisions 


Facts about Hearst District fisheries 


District stocking program tripled with Resident Sport Fishing Licence (RSFL) dollars. 


Test yourself on Hearst District. 
You might pick up some fishing trivia to 
use on your friends and the better in- 
formed you are the better you can 
help MNR develop the local fishery. 


What are the district's 
main warmwater fish 
species? 

Walleye, northern pike, yellow 
perch, lake whitefish and suckers are 
the most common species, with stur- 


geon occurring in some river systems 
to the north. 


What portion of district 
lakes are coldwater 


fisheries? 


Coldwater fisheries comprise 6 
percent of Hearst's total waters, with 
warmwater lakes and rivers making up 
the other 94 percent. 

Most cold water fisheries are 
found in the Nagagamisis Uplands and 
to some extent in the Rogers Town- 
ship esker formation. Coldwater bod- 
ies support lake trout, brook trout, 
rainbow trout, splake and whitefish. 


Can annual fish 
production in the district 


support angling demand? 


Technically speaking, yes. About 
139,700 kilograms of sportfish can be 
produced annually in local waters. On 
the face of it, that's more than enough 
to support current and future demand. 
Last year the catch was 68,200 kilo- 
grams, and by the year 2000, we an- 
ticipate that 84,000 kilograms of fish 
will be harvested per year. 

Problems occur because fishing 
activity isn't spread evenly among Dis- 
trict species and lakes. Instead, wall- 
eye and trout lakes near Hearst and 
Hornepayne handle most of the pres- 
sure. 


What kinds of commercial 
fishing does the district 
support? 


Local commercial fishing centres 
on the baitfish industry. The 59 li- 
cenced baitfish areas in the district 
harvest 14,500 dozen fish annually. 


Besides recreational users 
and baitfish operators, do 
any other parties depend 

on a Strong Hearst district 


fishery? 


Status Indians living on the Con- 
stance Lake Indian Reserve and in 
Hornepayne depend on fish for per- 
sonal use. They hold permits for such 
fishing on four lakes: Carey, St. 
Joseph, Pike and Moonlight. 

The 21 tourist outfitters operating 
within the district also rely heavily ona 
sustained, high quality fishery. 


Why don't all district lakes 


have good access? 


Access to a total of 27 district lakes 
is currently restricted for the benefit of 
the local tourist economy. These lakes 
are without approved access roads 
because tourists are attracted by good 
quality angling in remote, unspoiled 
settings. 

The large number of inaccessible 
lakes on privately owned and Crown 
land also reduces the number of avail- 
able fishing lakes. 


Update on ministry fisheries initiatives 


Adult walleye transfers into Angelina Lake and Lake #107, Foch Township. 


A District Fish and Wildlife Advi- 
sory Council has been formed to ad- 
vise and direct local management of 
fish and wildlife resources. Council 
members represent district town 
councils, fish and game clubs, the 
Constance Lake Band, Hearst Trap- 
pers' Council, and the timber and 
tourism industries. The council will be 
actively involved in the fisheries man- 
agement planning process. 

The resident sport fishing licence 
is already helping programs in Hearst 
District. Licence funds, generated 
through licence sales, have made it 
possible for MNR to take on an addi- 
tional Conservation Officer/Fisheries 
Technician in Hearst District. More en- 
forcement power translates into better 
fisheries management. Licence funds 
have also enabled the district to almost 
triple the stocking program, conduct 
adult walleye and bass transfers, and 
conduct specialized fisheries assess- 
ment studies on the Chain of Lakes. 

A pilot program is planned to pro- 
tect the tourism value of Nagagami 
Lake. 

To ensure that the lake continues 
to provide excellent fishing in a remote 
setting, fishing in the lake will be con- 
trolled under a Directed Allocation 
program. Under the program, a limited 
number of angler tags will be allocated 
to the tourist operators and the gen- 
eral public for Nagagami Lake. Each 
tag will represent one angler day on 
the lake. 

The program is being proposed as 
a Way to ensure a long term high qual- 
ity fishery for all anglers. Overuse, 
which may occur as logging roads en- 
croach on the area, has the potential 
to damage the lake's attractiveness to 
tourists, which can hurt tourist opera- 
tors and the district economy as a 
whole. 


Quality Fishing Zone 1 


MNR plans to create a quality fish- 
ing zone system to help it administer 
local fisheries in Hearst District. 

Management objectives for each 
type of zone will be specific to that 
area's special needs, and will follow 
the District Land Use Guidelines 
(DLUG) created in 1983. 

Initially, three types of quality fish- 
ing zones will be created, covering 
only a portion of the district and leav- 
ing the remaining area for extensive 
fisheries management initiatives. Here 
is a list of the zones and the individual 
management plans proposed for 
each: 


Enhanced sportfish zone — selected lakes within Nagagamisis Uplands, Forde 


Lakes area and Rogers Township. 
Intent: Zone managed to provide 
numerous and diversified angling op- 
portunities to local residents of Hearst, 
Constance Lake and Hornepayne. 


Quality Fishing Zone 2 


Selected strategies: Intensive 
stocking (frequent and diverse) of 
trout species and smallmouth bass, 
—Baitfish restrictions, 

—Assessment of stocking program, 
—Access provision to newly stocked 
lakes, 

—Habitat assessment 

—M.N.R./Fish and Game Club co- 
operative management. 


Hearst District (remote) tourism lakes and outpost lakes. 


Intent: Zone managed to recognize 
and protect remote tourism values. 


Quality Fishing Zone 3 


Selected Strategies: "directed 
allocation" pilot program — Nagagami 
Lake with possible application to other 
similar lakes, 

— slot or maximum size limits for wall- 
eye, 

— boat cache regulation, 

— input into Timber Management 
Plans — with particular attention to road 
plans, 

— M.N.R./Tourism Industry co-opera- 
tive management. 


Fisheries within district Provincial Parks (e.g. Nagagamisis) and cottage lakes (e.g. 


Chain-of-Lakes). 

Intent: Zone managed to main- 
tain/improve existing angling quality in 
these lakes. 


Remainder of District 


Selected Strategies: spawning habitat 
assessment/improvement, 

— supplemental stocking, 

— size and/or creel limits, 

— harvest (e.g. creel surveys) and 
habitat assessment and improvement. 


Fisheries within the remaining district waterbodies designated for extensive fish- 


eries management. 

Intent: Maintain core management 
program (as indicated in Implementa- 
tion Schedule) and improve selected 
fisheries as new data is required. 


Selected Strategies: acquire aquatic 
habitat inventory data on unsurveyed 
waterbodies, 

— provide access to appropriate wa- 
terbodies through input into Timber 
Management Plans, 
— conduct access negotiations with 


private landowners, 2 
— maintain "directed enforcement". 


Public review strengthens ministry’s data base 


More than 420 summary reports 
on the fishery were distributed at open 
houses and other meetings in the 
winter of 1987. 

Hearst District residents showed 
their concern for fishery management 
with a tremendous 60 percent re- 
sponse rate on a questionnaire in- 
cluded with the summary reports. 

But you didn't just comment on 
the information in the report—you 
added to it. 

Fishing enthusiasts identified 
scores of walleye and brook trout lakes 
and walleye spawning areas not yet 
listed in Ministry of Natural Resources 
inventories. You aiso pointed out 24 
new lakes as candidates for walleye 
stocking and five walleye spawning 
sites that needed habitat improve- 
ment. 

Here's what else you told us: 

— Overfishing is your greatest con- 
cern, especially on walleye lakes 
around Hearst and Hornepayne. Your 
solutions: more stocking, sanctuaries, 
size and catch limits, and better distri- 
bution of fishing pressure among 
species and lakes. 

—Access to some lakes is hampered 
by private townships and lack of public 
roads. 

—— Habitat should be maintained 
through more control over timber 
company activities and by improving 
walleye spawning beds. 

— More emphasis should be placed 
on stocking of various fish species in 
lakes near Hearst and Hornepayne. 

— Enforcement should be improved 
by boosting the number of conserva- 
tion officers, creating stiffer penalties 
and targeting enforcement resources 
on problem areas. 

— Better public awareness is needed 
on issues like overfishing, tourism 
benefits, and fish habitat needs. In 
particular, you wanted more fishery 
seminars along with information kits for 
school children. 


Participate 
in the future 
Of fisheries 


How do you make final comments? 

After reading the material in this 
tabloid, consider how closely the plan 
reflects your concerns and your un- 
derstanding of fishing requirements in 
Hearst District. 

Submit your comments within the 
next four weeks to the Ministry of Nat- 
ural Resources, 613 Front Street, P. 
O. Box 670, Hearst, Ontario, POL 1NO, 
(705) 362-4346. 

MNR will mail copies of the final 
plan to anyone who expresses an in- 
terest and a summary of the plan will 
be available at Hearst District Office. 


Good fishing, now and into the 
next century, is the ultimate aim of the 
Hearst District Fisheries Management 
Plan. 

The specific targets and objec- 
tives that will take us to that goal were 
outlined in the 1983 District Land Use 
Guidelines. With some refinements, 
the guideline findings provide the ba- 
sis for this draft fishery management 
plan. 

To help us reach our objectives, a 
specific, five-year activity plan has 
been developed. The Hearst District 
Five-Year Plan focuses on three broad 
strategies. 

First, angling opportunities will be 
improved by introducing popular 
species into waterbodies, especially 
around Hearst and Hornepayne. 

Second, walleye populations will 
get special attention through habitat 
assessments and improvement. Wall- 
eye overfishing will be dealt with 
through regulations to help control the 
yearly harvest. 

Finally, to make sure that our fish- 
eries strategies continue to work, on- 
going assessments on creel limits, 
walleye production and spawning 
habitats will be performed. 

This, then, is the general focus of 
the proposed fishery management 
plan. After reading this material you 


management. 
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Public involvement and education will continue to be an important part of fisheries 


probably have a good idea of the 
broad directions of the plan. Now look 
at the specifics. The table that follows 
presents information on the Five-Year 
Plan. 

This table represents the core of 
planning in the district, and the place 


cee . 


Hearst MNR . . . managing for future generations. 
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where your input is most needed. We 
would like you to carefully review this 
material, then give us your comments. 
NB: More detailed description of com- 
ponents of this plan are available for 
public review at MNR Hearst District 
Office. 
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IMPLEMENATION SCHEDULE 


MANAGEMENT ACTION 


— Additional stockings and introductions of trout species 


Brook Trout 
(7 lakes) 


Splake 
(3 lakes) 


Lake Trout 
(1 lake) 


Rainbow Trout 
(1 lake) 


— implement "slot limits" 


— Implement sanctuaries 
— Conduct access negotiations with private landowners 
— Manage access to designated tourism lakes 


— Continued stocking of existing trout lakes 


— Provide technical assistance for CFIP projects 


— Implement trophy fishing for Northern Pike 


— Implement and enforce habitat management guidelines 


— Introduce smallmouth bass into three lakes 


— Habitat Assessment and improvement 


— Supplemental walleye transfer into two lakes 


— Creel surveys 


— Index-netting and walleye production studies 


— Index netting only 


— Inventory coldwater lakes (3) 


— Inventory selected rivers/streams 


— Assess waterbodies for new introductions 


— Assess success of new introductions 


— Maintain "directed enforcement" 


— Provide access to appropriate waterbodies through input into 


Timber Management Plans 


— Eliminate undesirable fish species by chemical treatment 


— Public Education 
—conduct a fisheries seminar ; 
— promote live release at fish derbies 


— Implement "directed allocation" pilot program 


LOCATION 


WATERBODY TOWNSHIP 
Lake #8 Larkin 

Little Hart Gill 

Gagnon Arnott 
Shapeless Arnott 
Murphy Arnott 
Anita Arnott 

Rice Gill 

Rabbit Gill 

Slim McEwing 
Bluebelle Studholme 
Lake #65 Beaton 

Hart Gill 

Chain of Lakes Stoddart/Hanlan 
Holland Creek Stoddart 


Waterbodies within private townships 


As described in DLUG _ District 


Selected trout Selected 

Lakes Townships 
District 

Fushimi Fushimi/Stoddart 

Selected District 

waterbodies 

Lapworth McEwing 

Lake #63 Beaton 

Little Jaydee Ritchie 

"Chain of Lakes" Stoddart/Hanlan 

Ritchie Lake Ritchie 

Ritchie Creek Ritchie 

Shannon Creek Shannon 

Stoddart Creek Stoddart 

Cree Creek Haig 

Nagagamisis McEwing 

Angelina Studholme 

Lake #107 Foch 

"Chain of Lakes" Stoddart/Hanlan 

Nagagamisis McEwing 

Shannon Shannon 

Obakamiga Drew/Cholette 

Granitehill Drew/Choleite 

"Chain of Lakes" Stoddart/Hanlan 

Nagagamisis McEwing 

Shannon Shannon 

Nagagami Nagagami 


Kabinakagami Lizar/Ermine 


Obakamiga Cholette 
Granitehill Drew 
Selected Lakes District 
Shekak River 

Goat River 

Fire River 

Lake #127 Foch 
Abram Lake Studholme 


Selected walleye lakes 
Selected trout lakes 
Selected smallmouth bass lakes 


District 
Selected waters District 
Rice Gill 
Hearst/Hornepayne 
District 
Nagagarr.i Lake Nagagami 


ISSUES 
ADDRESSED 


Stocking Program - increase number of fish, species and 
lakes stocked 


Relieves pressure on overfished walleye lakes by 
providing alternate angling opportunities 


Overfishing for walleye 
Overfishing for walleye 


Allow for redistribution of angling pressure 


Provide protection for remote tourism 


Maintain/improve stocking program 


Increases public awareness of management programs 


Protect breeding stock; direct pressure away from 
walleye 
Habitat degradation 


Improves stocking program 


Improve degraded habitat 
Increase walleye production 


Increase walleye production 


Assessment of fishing pressure 


Walleye production and population status assessment 


Walleye population status assessment 


Improve data base for candidate stocking lakes 


Improve data base for fish management and habitat 


protection 
Improve data base for fish management 


Improve stocking program 


Overfishing, access, tourism, unwanted introductions, 
habitat protection, public awareness 


Improve access 
Eliminate competing species 


Increase public awareness of fisheries management 


programs 


Maintain/improve high quality angling experience on 
remote tourism lakes 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


httops://archive.org/details/31/61115482333 
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HEARST DISTRICT 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 
1988 — 2000 
DRAFT 


PLAN DE GESTION DES 
PECHES DU DISTRICT DE 
HEARST 
1988 — 2000 
EBAUCHE 


LEGEND / LEGENDE 


Tourism Lodges 
Pavillons touristiques 
Tourism Outpost Camp Lakes. 


Lacsavec camps tourlstiques éloignés 
Coldwater Lakes ( natural and stocked ) and Streai 
Lacs et rivitres d'eau frolde 


Cnaturels et empoissonds ) 
Fish Sanctuaries 

Réserves de pache 

Indian Reserves 


Réserves Indlennes 


Privately Owned Townships 


Cantons privés 

—Fishing Division Boundary 
Limite de division pour la péche 
Native Subsistence Fishing Lake 


Lac oli les autochtones pratiquent la pache 
subsistance 


Quality Fishing Zones * (spproximate location) 
+ Enhanced Sportfish Zono 
@- famote touram zone 
@- Previnciat Parks/Cottago Lakes 
Management Activities 


@- Hovitat improvemenvAssessment 
(pcan 

®- Population Assessment 

©- Aver Inventory 


Fishing Zones are proposed for planning purposes only, Zona 
ath 
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Zones do péche de qualité * (emplacement opproximali) 
= Zone améllorée de pach sportive 

@. Zone do tourismo sioigneo 
= Lacs do pares provinciaux/zono de chalets 

Activitiéa de gestion 

®- Améioration/svatuation do habitat 

(@Jemrclssonnement 

@®)- Evaluation do populations 

© - toventair do ta rivibro 
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